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PRESS RELEASE 


Since the meeting with the ministry was inconclusive, the students have decided that we 
need to continue this strike, albeit in a more creative and effective manner. 


So, today on the twenty-fifth day of our strike, Sukant Panigrahy, a well-known 
production designer & social activist joined in to boost the morale of the students 
through his artwork titled ‘No peace without Justice’. 


In the evening, well-known theatre director, screen-writer and documentary film- 
maker, Sunil Shanbag performed a play, ‘Blank Page’ along with his theatre group, 
Tamasha. ‘Blank Page’ is an interpretation of contemporary Indian poetry through 
theatre, music & movement in four languages - English, Hindi, Marathi and 

Kashmiri. The play received an overwhelming response from the students as they filled 
up the performance area. After the performance, Sunil Shanbag also interacted with the 
students, touching on topics of ‘Censorship and Artistic Expression’. 


It was followed by Jaimini Pathak’s stand up comedy. He performed excerpts from the 
trial of iconoclastic standup comedian Lenny Bruce. 


Although the I&B Ministry hasn’t come out with an official press statement, reports from 
several news portals have surfaced that somehow indicate there is an effort to create an 
environment of rejection not only towards FTII students, but also its foundational ideas. 
The institute’s utility is being evaluated in mere economic and financial terms and hence 
its viability in a country with aspirations of (material) “development” is being 
questioned. The administrative mismanagements and academic problems of the 
institute that do not pertain to the current crisis are being highlighted in a misleading 
manner, this dilutes the credibility of the students’ opposition to the recent 
appointments. Simultaneously, the question of privatizing the institute is also being 
brought to the fore- something that the students and greater FTII fraternity, have 
resisted, irrespective of the government that proposed it. This has led the students to 
believe that their current strike is even more important and it must question the 
government's policy regarding education, culture and art. 
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Youtube- ftiistudentsbody@gmail.com, 
https://www.facebook.com/pages/FTII-Wisdom-Tree 


